END OF SUMMER
REPORT 2021

DIRECTOR'S
STATEMENT
After a summer of no camp, the summer
of 2021 was alive again with the laughter
of campers. While only open for day camp
programs, Aldersgate welcomed campers
again. After so many months of isolation
and quarantine, campers were craving
social interaction and community.
While this summer looked different than
any other, mask-wearing and increased
handwashing ensured campers a safe and
healthy summer. Aldersgate welcomed 76
campers

every

week

this

summer

to

explore the hiking trails, play games with
friends, and enjoy all that camp has to
offer.
Camp Aldersgate continues to be a sacred
space

where

everyone

can

feel

empowered to grow in faith and build
friendships, where campers practice what
they learn at camp to change the world.
We are excited to welcome overnight
campers back to Aldersgate in 2022!

JOHN MICHAEL SPELMAN
ALDERSGATE CAMP AND RETREAT CENTER
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

DAY CAMP
Aldersgate's Day Camp program provides campers from northern RI and
the surrounding area with a traditional day camp program.
Day Camp continues to give campers an amazing camp experience,
emphasizing the outdoors, traditional camp activities, and fantastic
staff. Day Camp exposes campers to various programs, including
ecology, sports, archery, arts, science activities, and fishing.
Thanks to our 401Gives success, we added a robotics program this
summer. The new program allowed campers to join in the fun while
learning to code. The eight new robots were an exciting new program
engaging kids from 8-14 with new challenges.
Due to Covid-19 restrictions, campers stayed in their small groups all
week but still got a taste of the different camp activities.

LEADER-IN-TRAINING (LIT)

Eight long-time campers completed the Counselor-In-Training Program this
year.
These campers completed the LIT Program, which empowered them to
develop their leadership skills, such as initiative, problem-solving, and
responsibility.
LITs served as volunteer counselors and assistants to the staff. Each week,
LITs worked with new groups to get a feel for each age group.

STAFF
This year, 11 seasonal staff helped Aldersgate's campers have an amazing
summer!
The Aldersgate staff was made up of 53%

returning staff. Due to travel

restrictions, Aldersgate could only welcome one international staff, Nadia,
from Mexico.
The staff acclimated to summer with one week of training that included
sessions on developmental psychology, working with youth diagnosed with
developmental or spectrum disorders, how to prevent bullying, and many
other topics
This year's continuation of an Inclusion Specialist was instrumental in the
staff's overall success this summer. The Inclusion Specialist worked with
campers and families before, during, and after camp to ensure campers could
be as successful as possible. This included reviewing medical and behavioral
information with families prior to camp, creating plans for campers to
manage behaviors, and deescalating campers who were overwhelmed,
frustrated, or otherwise not successful at camp.

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
Aldersgate awarded 2 staff scholarships in 2021!
Staff was given the opportunity to apply for a scholarship through Camp
Aldersgate. Staff submitted responses, in whatever form best expressed
their feelings to the question:
The past 18 months have been particularly challenging for everyone. How
has being at Aldersgate this summer affected you this summer,
considering the challenges you have faced since the global pandemic
began?
The 2021 recipients of staff scholarships are:
Nadia Cruz
Ashleigh Moroni

SPIRIT OF ALDERSGATE
The Aldersgate staff recognized one of their own for living out the mission
of Aldersgate.
The 2021 staff selected one staff who exemplifies living the mission of
Aldersgate:
Dez Parkhurst
Dez was chosen by her peers as the best representative of living out the
mission of Aldersgate by keeping Aldersgate a sacred space, empowering
all staff and campers, living our their faith, being a good friend, and
changing the world.

REGISTRATIONS
Aldersgate hosted almost 600 weeks of just Day Camp this summer!
2021 blew past all of our expectations! We were so happy to be packed
with 155 individual campers and almost 600 weeks of camp each week!
This summer, Aldersgate welcomed 63% more day campers than ever
before! We also saw 12% more weeks of camp than ever before. More
and more campers are coming back to Aldersgate for multiple summers,
enjoying all that Aldersgate has to offer.
2021 was the first summer that Aldersgate had a waitlist for Day Camp.
Including waitlisted weeks, Day Camp would have broken 700 weeks of
camp this summer! We're excited to grow next year to be able to
welcome even more campers.

CAMPERSHIPS
2021 was our first year granting camperships to Day Camp families.
In total, we awarded $5,200 to aid families sending their campers to
Day Camp.
Local churches rallied together to provide campership shortfalls for one
family who had reached the maximum award for one family. Together
these churches raised over $2,000.
We receive campership support from RI grant-making organizations and
individual donors. Our goal for the future is to grow the Aldersgate
Campership Endowment to provide consistent campership support each
year.

1043 Snake Hill Rd.,
North Scituate RI 02857
www.campaldersgate.com
401-568-4350

